Bracha: Giving and “laking
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Again, from the comment of Ramban (who dwells at
fength on the matter) it would seem that the mission of the
spies was part of God's plan and praiseworthy in itsedf, for
thus he writes:
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For God desired in Fis righteousness that the mission

should be senr by His conmumend, and thar all the

tribes should be represented, and by their great men,

in order that they might be saved (from weakness of

heart and lack of fairh}?

In view of the mission’s sad fate, Ramban's view needs
elucidation. How was God's command a means of saving
them from sin? Would it not have been better to have
prevented the mission setting out altogether?
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' God spoke to Mosss, saying, * “Send out men for vourself w explore
the Canzzmite territory thas | am sbout to give the Israclives. Send out soe
man for each patriarchal wibe. Each one shall be a person of high rank.”
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¥ 5 said 1o you, “You have come to the Amorite highlands, which God
our Lord is giving us. ¥ See! God has placed the land before you. Head
north and occupy it, as God, Lord of your fatkers, has told you. Do aot be
afrgid and do not be concerned.” )

2 &l of you then approached me and said, “Send men ahead of us w
explore the land. Let them bring back 2 report about the way ahead of us
and the cities thac we shall encounter.”

%1 approved® and appointed twelve men, one for each tribe. * They set

f

1 These are the names of the men Moses sent to explore the laxnd.

{However,) Moses gave Hoshea son of Nun the (new] name foshua (Yelo- G . s e 5,
e -
shua)® i ZpE
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U God spoke o Moses, telling him w ¥ speak o the Israelices and say
1o them:

when you come 1o the land o which 1 am bringing you, ¥ and you et
the land's produce, you must separzic an elevated gift® for God. * You
must separate the frae pordon of your koeading a3 a dough offering® &t
must be separated very much like the elevated gift chat is caken from the
threshing floor” ¥ In future generations, you must thus give the first of
vour kneading as an elevated gik to God.
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20, mmviy s 3ty — You shall set apart challah a5 @ heau'e“vffe?r'ﬂg,
Following the «n of the spies, {the Torak} also instituted [the m:t::,vmh} of
challah, so that they would be worthy that 2 blessing gome 10 rest in -thgxr homes,
a5 it says, ATR.TR NS N Iy A Ry W You shall give to the
Koken the first of your dough that he may cause 4 Tiessing to rest on your howse
(Ezokiet 84:30), and {28 we find) regarding Elijah, fgwieng iy ™y by 7‘7 Wy
oam x FEp TR L. TOWCER WL T, Make me e listle calkee of it first
and bring if to me .. for thus says HASHEM ... she jar of flowr shall not be spent
{f Kings 17:13, 141
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3 And God said, “Lel us make Man in Qur image, after Our jikeness. They shall rule overthe
fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and over the animal, the whole earth, ard every creeping fing
that creeps upon the earth.” ¥ Sp Gad created Man in His image, in the image of God He created
hirp; male and fernale He created therm.

2 Gind blessed them.and God said to thern, "Be frudtfid and muliiply, [l the earth and st>due
it; and rule over the fish of the sea, the bird of the sky, and every liuing thing that imoves o the
earth.”
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The Rabbis have taught. When R° Eliezer fell sick, four
elders came to visit him, & Tarfon, &' Yehoshua, R
Elazar ben Azaryeh and R Akiva R Tarfon said, "You
are_more valunbie to Israel than the drop of rein. For
rasin fis precious] in this world while a teacher fis) both
it this world and in the World-to-Came.’” R Y ehoshua
said, ""You gre more valuable to Israet than the sun. The
sun (gives benefit] in this world, while a teacher [ia}
both in this world and in the World-to-Come.” Said R’
Elazar ben_Azaruah, You are more precious to lsrael
than a futher anel a mother. For @ father and mother are
int this werld while g teacher is in this world and in the
World-to-Come (Sarhedrin 10123
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Each one of the disciples defined another aspect of the tatmid-

"
et~ vorg w,.»m*'?,

PEFDOCDIWNY -t YEIRT oy hwem Yeabn 1obw pnny \‘C}l

PR ORNRE 27 KYRT CTRAY VIOV PROnm® o 11aah rum s¥p AR Tinn wyen [ rperhinm

AYWN Y LDV Q3TN TTIYRBD N 3tm Tl WMWY DI Mnh YoRbhR f o 2R vd

which the teacher imparts to the student as does the rain to the
seedling. The soul of 4 person buried in his earthly body is very much
a dormarz seedling waiting for the ‘Tain’ to cause it to sprout
Without an external force to awaken i, it remains inanimate,
blessorning forth only due to the inspiration of the teacher.
~§ R Yehoshua expressed the comparison to the sun which acts not
only 35 3 sBmuant for_growth, but is the source. of light. which

protects man From theras and briars, wild animals and robbers (see
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Setah Tia) So is one’s teacher; he develops and causes his students to
grow and mature. He also lluminates their path in life; helping them
avert stambling blocks, clearing up doubt, and enlightening them
with regard to halachic questions. A rrue teacher will arm his disciple
with the required protection to ward off potential threats to his ;
spiritual well-being. ; A
s R Elagar ben Azarysh compared one's rebbe to one’s parents. The
indispensability of parents lies not mevely in their tangible assistance
tos their offspring, but more importantly in the atmosphere conducive
to spiritual and physical growth engendered by their very presence.
“lirt orphan is by his very nature » helpless and pitiful person. So, too,
is a person without 2 rebbe,
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2 Now, (3 israel, what does HasHEM, your God, ask of you? Only to fear HASHEM, your
i, 10 go in all His ways and fo igve Him, and to serve Hasmes, your God, with all your
art anc with alt yow soul, ¥ fo observe the commandments of HasweM amd His decrees,
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13— What dees HasHew, yotr God,
fter the Golden Calf, God ssks oniy
(Berackos 33b} derive from

3
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ask of you? Evennow, a
that you fear Him. The Sages
this request that "everything is in the power of Heavesy, with
the exceprion of fwhather a person wilt havel fear of Heaven
(Fashi),” Cnly people can develop this sgiritual quality in
themnselves,
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ke e ' ) 3% When prophecy existed, the world was alive with the glow

We can apply this idea to illuminate another d&fhculg Ai of prophecy. It is an error to think that the world was as it is
the same time that prophecy ended, Fne; Men éihthe “ﬁ:r ' now except that a few gifted individuals could predict the
Assembly composed the brachos, the biessmgs:v weevent . future; individuals who had prophecy could exist only in a
still. They composed a blessing for alnast every world which had that emergy fowing into it in those

generations the world was incandescent with revelation
relative tg the present. Every object in such a world spoke jts
" . . message, it was a d var Hashem; the dialogue betweeen the world
i i r book)? ; ? WO
Jews live prios to that period without a siddur (prayer book) ‘and the [ewish peaple was alive. Today an apple looks like an_

But understanding blessings correctly in the light of our : : 528 it
principle helps: one of the functions of a bracha is to identify in apple; then it glowed as a word of Hashem! One did nof need to

5. identify the source in the way which one must now, it was much
Jousness the source of that bounty, that privilege, that - ; y
mﬂ‘; a?mk?i:;r:m are about to partake Beg;e we eat wa&,;y, as more readily apparent. Today the darkness is so thick, the
f;m :; “r:;i’.ashem, Youare the f:umz e‘f this apple” (“Baruch ata materialism so oppressive that one must identify Hashem as the
it wers, 3

Blessed are You” really means “You are the sowrce of this source of each object and so we must make brachos on.
o ‘ oo everything
blessing”, as the Nefesh Hachaim explains). PeryEng
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imaginable, every food we taste. Why were formal brachos,
blessings, not needed before that tme? How did centuries of

i
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ﬁg{, Haftorah for Minchah of Fast Gays Y smhee vpwR [3 LSRR BLm AREn '?::ii?&"
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8 For as the rain once {allen from the sky neves rerurns there, pather shall
i water the earth making it blossom and frunful giving seed 1o the sowerand

bread to the eater. ¥ So shall be My word which proceeds from My
mouih; it shall pet recurn to Me ineffective, but will accomplish what §desire
and will succeed in the mission for which | sent it A {B? R R 2N Somand 3%
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pesson learns {rom everything that occurs to him. He tries to gain W ewEa 1u2) R EL APNE Te YUY T3 LKY /70 G0EY
undersianding from each veourrence, Even if he does not ment MG WY DIRT TRSD SR L (GnTS YUK nnangs ahw ovsed
to gain a total understanding, the attempt to gain a deepey grasp BN AP DIENS CgpE. IOMS KW AKTMED TES @I I
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of the matter in itsell expands his mental scope. But a fool’s eyes
are focused on distant horizons. He does not pay attention to
 what is happening right in front of his eyes. He misses out on
many spiritual lgssons. The wise person learns from the dagnig
events thal he sees and hears. His heart fecls what is happening

around him, and he constantly learns from everything. g, RS YT TR R DY PR T 558 TSN ¥ TR0
‘%ﬂ “With this we can understand why Moshe told the people to (T AbER B o 3any mobia e, otpR TE) Yaen be rewndl.

stand a moment and reflect on the salvation lh@_&lm;gh%y. E’qﬁi MV Bm oKUK PR ONIE R VIR nap rb wan 493
being sbout by splitting the Red Sea, He emp as%:‘; M b PO Tien I oxeR YEK TR hmy omiw ub mih newn
importance of mﬁm:!;mg on what was %'gappemng. Withoul bre s wey Sopsa ceby poon e b b9 manam nesn o
stopping_a_moment to Yeflect, one can miss the hand _ef the . : : e

Almighty in the most miraculous of eecurrences.
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" How does one merit this gift? If it comes from above the seif, [he stronper the lowes side of the peronality, the vested
how can one bring it down? The answer is that in order for that witgrests, the selfish, Gw more clouded the ratzon-dimension
shefn, that flow of Divine energy to fill the nesharng {soull, one becomes. The parador of ypiritual livieg is that to become
st bacome & vessel foF it. The flow is there, the only question grester, mome veal, one hay to give up the lower desires which
in where are the vessels? Hasheay's desive to give is maximal clamor so sggreasively for atterdiom. The grestest man wha ever
and permanent, but where are we? ’ lived, Moshe, was alse the most humble — ne sccident; baing

humble wag the retson for Ws grestness: when the sell is 3

Aty e

emptied, Mashwe cag fill i Our work is pot to cause the Tight

What doeg i mean to beeome & vessel? How axactly is this to shing, ondy 1o 5o obstracing |
AL L o bt s widy cting it. To paraphrese the comanent
dorva? There i3 8 mystical ides that the highest level of the ol & 8 ;megm Toall o Gight; w@mfm ‘v cheriars
edeta Lk b Saduilied -

personality is crystal-clesr and transparent, but the lower self, p

*the ego, clouds i,
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Rashi notes that whereas it was her husband’s age that
made Sarzh laugh at the thought that she could give bisth
{wr ovm), God in His report to Abraham, attributes her

4 Begshart~ 1%
18 5 will return to you this time next year,” said {one of the menk, Mand
your wife Sarah will have & son.”’
Sarsh was lissening behind the emtrance of the teny, and he was on the )
other side, 'Y Ahrzham and Sarah were wlready old, well an in years, and scepticism to her own advanced vears (mapr "), The
Sarah no longer had fernale periads. ¥ She faughed to herself, saying, “Now change, according to Rashi, was due to God's desire not 1o

thar [ am worn oui, shall T have my heard's desive®? My husband is obd!” QLSLQLQwﬁﬂgmmgwg@ggm.Qimthmcma!wmﬁu ghits. would. .
seem to jmply that Abraham was unworthy of the miracle.

On Rashi’s comment, R. Shelomoh Lutzker, the author
of Divrath Shelomoh, asks whelher in the interast of nouses
hold harmony, it would not have been best for. Abraham to

13 God satd to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, 'Can | reatly have
a child when [ am so old?' ** Is anything too diffcul for God? Acche desig-
nated cime, § will rerurn, and Sarah will have a son.”

L’{?f"' remainentirely unaware of Sarah’s thoughts, He also asks
why God, after informing Abraham of Saral’y laughter,
should have repeated to him the blessing of the angel thar

ﬂ‘{ Fora blessing to be effective, he writes, if is not sufficient

that he who bestows the biessing should deserve the fulfilment Sarah would have 2 child a vear later (verss 1), Why was
of his_blessing. The_person blessed must himsell Lemly o= the original biessing, which 15 identical in content (verse 10)
believe in the blessing. Hence, the very fact that Joseph inadequate?® '

theught his father’s blessing was not valid because he had
unintentionally confused the two sons, invalidsted the
blessing., Accordingly, Jacob had to biess them afresh, after
making it clear to Joseph that he knew what he was doing. whh

i
For the same reason, it was necessury for Abraham 1o be i
aware of Sarah's doubt as to the eificacy of the blessing, 1f ke
was to dispel incredulity from her heart, For Rt was her
Jncreduiity. that had vitiated the blessine and made it necessary

for God to bless them onee asain.

Wl

" is _des-
cendants, it would seem, were less certain, judging by their
reanest to spy out the Land before proceeding there. {That
the original request came from the Tsraelites 5 made clear by
Wioses' account of the alfair i the Deginning of T3V,
Hence, they were no longer entitied as 2 matter of dght 10 the
fuifiiment of the pledge and the parable is therefors very apt.
Tt was thanks to the love between God and Abraham that God
declared that he would nonetheless honour His pledge to'the
progeny of Abraham who loved Me.

But how was the promise t¢ be fulfilled, since the people’s
doiBTs Rad viviated thi promusel Ihrough the conversion of
the mission Of the spies into a Mitzvah, with directives from
Ciod himsell. Hence God gives Moses instructions s to the
composition of the mission (‘one man {o each tribe” and so
on). The option to send spies, He ‘tells him, i still in your
hands, but if you decide to send them, send one man to each

their mission i this spirit, as emissanies engaged in dwi{f!vi?zax;;};,ﬁ
they would have succseded in their mission and remedied the
lack of faith reflected in the original request to spy oul the
R

- If they failed, it was because they set out with evil
intent. Consequently, Israei’s lack of faith had to be remedied
in a much harder way ~ by forty years in the wilderness,

Py Wl
= - So
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5
He who looks round fo ascertain whether God is fulfilling
His blessing vitiates that very blessing by his distrust. But he
who trusts in the blessings is blessed by them.
TR O T PRI

And he whe reusis in God will be surrounded by
kindness. 1?
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